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February 21, 2012

Dear Colleague,

Governor Chris Christie’s Budget Address for State Fiscal Year 2013 includes the announcement that services for children with intellectual or developmental disabilities will be transitioned beginning July 2012 from the Department of Human Services (DHS) to the Department of Children and Families (DCF).  

From its inception in 2006, the DCF’s Division of Child Behavioral Health Services’ (DCBHS) has been developing a comprehensive system of community-based services to meet children’s behavioral health needs. DCF will expand and rename this unit the Division of Child Integrated System of Care Services and incorporate services for children with developmental disabilities. This expansion addresses the concerns voiced during DCF’s creation by some informed advocates who argued that services for children with developmental disabilities belonged in a child-focused department with the infrastructure to provide a holistic set of services to all children. 
This new division will become the single point of entry for families with children who have complex needs.  The integration of these services will ensure that families of children with developmental disabilities will have access to a full complement of available state supports and services. Realigning these programs will end the fragmentation of services currently served by both DHS and DCF.
Effective July 1, 2012, DCF will begin to assume responsibility for providing services to children with developmental disabilities.   This will be the first step in a phased-in transition that will continue through June 2013. 

Effective January 1, 2013, DCF will assume responsibility for Family Support services currently provided by DDD.  Prior to this transition, DDD and DCF will work with family groups and Family Support Planning Councils to obtain input and recommendations.   

DCF will be able to offer a wide array of services to children with developmental disabilities through age 21. As children reach the age of 16, DDD will assess each child for eligibility and provide transitional planning services to facilitate the transition into adult services after age 21.  The Medicaid Comprehensive Waiver will, when approved, define the age for intake for DDD service at age 16, advancing DHS’ efforts to provide programs and services for adults with developmental disabilities. 

This transition will benefit all children and allow DDD to better focus on supporting the transition of adolescents into adulthood and meeting the needs of adults. This will occur thoughtfully to make certain that the approved services currently being received by children with developmental disabilities will continue, seamlessly. The support and constructive input from participant families and stakeholders during this process will assist us to ensure a successful in implementation. 

As DCF focuses on the needs of children and DHS focuses on the needs of adults, we each will enhance and maximize our available resources in service to individuals with developmental disabilities and their families.  

As this process unfolds, updates will be provided on our website at www.state.nj.us/humanservices/ddd and http://www.state.nj.us/dcf/behavioral/. 

Sincerely,
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Jennifer Velez




Allison Blake
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